Aims/Background
instructed not to blink as much as possible and ht stimulus maintain their gaze on a target appearing on a viewing screen inside the pupillometer. 
ESCAPE RATE (ER)
Mean ER in LHON was 0418 (SD 0-18). In the controls, it was 0415 (0 12). Mean ER in LHON was somewhat higher than in the controls, but not statistically so (p>0 1). ER in ON and AION was high compared with the controls (p<0-001) and LHON (p<0-001). The ER results for the four groups are shown in Figure 6 . ER in eight eyes followed up for more than 2 years showed no significant increase (Fig 7) . Linear regression analysis of ER versus visual acuity failed to indicate good correlation in LHON (r=0-25, p=0-12) and AION (0X42, p=0 09), but moderate correlation was shown in ON (r=0.64, p=0-001). ER in LHON was relatively independent of visual acuity, as shown by the scattergram (Fig 8) . The linear relation between ER and the Humphrey mean deviation was moderate in ON (r=0-52, p=0 009), but poor in AION (r=0-27, p=0.16) and LHON (r=0-29, p=0 12). The slope in LHON was lowest among the three optic neuropathy groups (Fig  9) . The correlation coefficients of these groups did not 
